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by the memorable Examples of thoſe who were faithful 
to him, and followed hyy/ fully z. whom he therefore 
extraordinarily bſeſd, cKFlied his Mercies on 
them, as Perſons highly in his favour : And on the 
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as ſome of them alſs murmured, and were deſtroyed of the 
eftroyer. For all theſe things happened unto them for 
exſamples (or Typesof what | befal us) and are writ- 
ten for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, 
take heed leſt ot ws v.11, 12. As much as to fay, If 
ye doas they did, expect to ſuffer as they did : Do not 
prefume upon the Grace and Favour of Chriſt, nor ima- 
gine youare ſo ſetledin it, that, do what you can, you 
ſhall not fall from it ; for he will not bear you out in 
evil courſes, but proceed againſt you, according to theſe 
former Precedents of the Divine Vengeance upon an un- 
grateful People. | 

Now the Ingratitude of the Old ſrae/ites appeared 
in nothing more, than in their Murmuring; which the 
Apoſtle here-mentions-in the laſt place, as the very up- 
ſhot of all their Provocations : And I have choſe to treat 
of it at this time, becauſe this ſin, which in it felt is moſt 
unworthy, and in its effes very dangerous, is, I tear, 
too common, and yet very ſlightly paſſed over, with- 
out a particular Repentance for it, in this Age wherein 
we live. 

In handling of which, I ſhall, #:/, ſhew what it is 
to murmur ; ſecondly, whence it proceeds ; thirdly, what, 
reaſon we have to obey this holy Precept, and not give 
way to a murmuring humour. 


Firſt, For the fr/? of theſe, every body, I Lelieve, by 
murmuring, underſtands that diflatisfaction of Mind, 
which makes us repine at, and find fault with our pre» 


ſent Condition. 
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But if we ſearch into'the propriety , of the Greek 
word, we ſhall find that it ſignifies ſomething more, 
than meerly an inward repining and diſffatisfattion of 
the Mind ; denoting withal, the outward Expreſſions of 
that diſcontented Humour in undutiful words : That's 
the import of 92a, which in our Language, we may 
tranſlate, to grumble and mutter, by ſpeaking againſt 
fuch things or perſons as we diſlike, without a juſt Rea- 
ſon for it, or upon flight cauſes ; eſpecially when we 
ought rather to be very thankful. 

And here in my Text it hath a peculiar ſignification, 
for ſpeaking diſreſpeAtfully of their Governours and 
Guides, out of a diſlike of their Conduct ; which, in 
the-iſſue, burſt out into reproachtul Language againſt 
them : For this was the Sin here taxed by the Apoſtle, 
m the old /ſraelites ; who murmur d againſt 4Zo/es and 
Aaron, becauſe theyifanſied they had brought them out 
of Egypt, to periſhin. the Wilderneſs. Thus they began 
to do fo early after their deliverance, that they were 
no ſooner come out of the Red Sea, and had ſung their 
Song of Praiſe to God for it, but immediately ( as you 
read in the very fame Chapter, Exod. XV. 25.) when 
they had travelled but three days, 7he people murmured 
againſt Moſes, ſaying, What ſhall we drink 2 And again, 
Chap.XVI. 2,3. The whole congregatioumurmared 1gainſt 
Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid, Would to God we had died by 
the hand of God in Egypt, when we ſat by the fleſb-pots, 
and did eat bread to the full, For ye bave brought us 
into this wilderneſs, to till this whole 'affembly with hun- 
ger. With theſe two fr Murmurings, the patient 
Goodneſs of God was pleaſed to bear, expeRing they 
would be cured of this diftemper, by the care he took 
ro 
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to provide both Drink and Meat for them in the Wil- 
derneſs : But when his Gentleneſs would do no good 
upon them ; and they were fo far from laying to heart 
his tender Mercies, and remembring what he had 
done for them , that they fell into new an{4 more 
deſperate fits of this Difeate; then his Diſpleaſure aroſe 
againſt them, and moved him to begin to deſtroy 
them : With lighter ſtrokes indeed, at the firſt 
breaking out of his Anger ; fos when the people complai- 
ned, in Numb. XI. x. he only ſent a fire which con- 
krmcd thoſe who were iz the skirts of the camp. But 
when they would take no warning by this, he proceeds 
to heavier ; for you read in Namb. XIV. 2, 3. their 
murmurings grew fo high, that they had the faceto fay, 
not only Would God we had died in Egypt,or in this wil- 
derneſs ; but, Let us make us a Captain, and let us return 
to Egypt: 'A moſt unaccountable fit of diſcontent ; 
which ſomfatuated them,as to make them think of their 
late ſlavery, without any trouble ; nay, ſpeak of throu-- 
ing themſelves voluntarily into the hands of their cruel 
Tormentors.. Now this was ſo provoking, that God 
fent a Plague to cut off thoſe that were the cauſe of 
that murmuring, v-37.unto which the Margins of your 
Bibles dire& you, as an explication of my Text ; the 
Deſtroyer here ſpoken of, being the Angel whoſe Mini- 
try God uſed to deſtroy them with a Pcftilence, as it 
is explained in the Caſe of David, z Sam.XXIV.16. And 
they that eſcaped this Plague, were only reprieved for 
a time, bur not acytiitted ; for they had this heavy Sen- 
rence paſſed upon rhem all, That not one of the evil 
congregation, which murmared agairſt God, ſhould enter 
into the good Land, to which he intended to conduAt 
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them, but wander in the Wilderneſs, till they were 
utterly conſumed, v.27; 35. 

And yet this did not cure them of their Wicked- 
Diſpoſition; but you read of a far more grievous Mur- 
muring atter this, which broke out into an open Muti- 
ny. Read Numb. XVI, where you will find a great Party. 
of the moſt eminent Perſons, gathered rogether againſt. 
Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, Te take too much upon you, 
ſeeing all the Congregation are Holy, every one of them, 
and the Lord is among them; that 1s, they pretended 
Moſes and Aaron ſtretched their Authority too far., 
and aſſumed a Power which did not belong to them; 
or not more to them than any other; there being no 
Man in the Congregation, but had as good a title to 
it, as themſelves: And therefore they boldly de- 
manded, Wherefore do ye lift up your ſelves above 
the congregation of the Lord? As if they had faid, 
By what right do. you govern us, who are your 
Equals ? 

This ſo incenſed the Divine Diſpleafure, that you 
read there of a more terrible De/ftruion than the for- 
mer: For Lightning burnt up thoſe who affronted 
Aaron; and the Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwal- 
lowed up thoſe who diſputed the Authority of Moſes. 
Which were ſuch frighttul examples, that they make 
us tremble now at the thoughts of them: And yet 1o 
hardned was that evil Generation in this diſcontented 
humour, the very next Morning, A4/ the congregation 
of Iſrael murmkred again Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, Te 
have killed the people of the Lord, v. 41. whereupon 
they had al been conſumed, without any further re- 
prieve, as in a moment , if Moſes and iron whom they 
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fo groſly abuſed, had not interceded with God, and 
made an atonement for them. 

Now as they thus murmured, becauſe of the D:i- 
culties they met withal, when rhey firſt came out of 
Egypt ; fo there were ſuch kind of Men, it ſeems, in 
the beginning of our Religion, who being made per- 
takers of the Redemprion that is in'Chriſt Jeſus, wero 
ſo inſenſible of God's great Grace to them; thar when 
they faw the ſtraits into which the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity brought them, and other things were 
not ſuitable to their ExpeQations, they murmured 
againſt the Apo/t/es themſelves, and againſt other Mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt, as if they had undone them: 
Or, at leaſt, they were very diſcontented and impas- 
tient under the troubles which befel them, for Reli- 
gion's fake; and diſtruſted the conduQ'of the Apoltles; 
and were apt to betake themſelves unto the guidance 
of other Perſons, Who promiſed them liberty, when they 
themſelves were the ſervants of corruption, 2. Pet. 


IL 19. 
For, notwithſtanding ſuch _ as this of 
St. Paul in my Text, we find by St. Jade there were 
ſome Chriſtians, chiefly of the Jewiſh Nation, who 
were Murmurers, Complainers, walking after their own 
Luſts, v.10. that is, were of the fame diſpoſition with 
their Fore-fathers in the Wilderneſs (Namb.XI. 4,5,&c.) 
complaining bitterly that they were in a diſtreſſed 
condition (as the Church was generally at that time) 
and had not that reſt; caſe, liberty and proſperity 
which they long'd for, and perhaps expected to enjoy. 
And it is very probable (which is Grotius's conjecture:) 


that- they complained of the preſent es —_ 
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and were deſirous to throw it off: For we read, ». 8, 
They deſpiſed dominion, and ſpake evil of dignities : 
Going in the way of Cain and Core, v.12. though there 
was io little reaſon they ſhould be diſcontented upon 
this account, that of all the former Monarchies to 
which the Jews had been ſubje, whether Babylonian, 
Perfian, or Grecian, none had treated them with ſuch 
gentleneſs and Lenity, as the preſent did ; which was 
that of the Romans. 

But a murmuring humor is utterly inſenſible of any 
thing, but only prelent Griets or Wants : Having no 
remembrance of former evils either ſuffered or feared ; 
nor being at all obſervant of preſent Bleſſings, though 
never fo many, and though never fo big with future 
Hopes and ExpeRations. Thus is viſible in the whole 
Hi of thar People; - with whom the Divine 
Goodneſs was grieved forty years lang in the HW;lder- 
eſs. 

Fram which we may alſo learn, that though this be 
the propriety of the Word Murmuring in this place; 
yet it hath alſoa larger —a_——"_—" (as we underſtand 
trom ſeveral other paſſages of the Holy Scriptures) 
and doth not denote only diſcontent with the preſent 
Government ; but with a Man's own private condition, 
when it is not ſuitable to his deſires. 

For the Hiſtory of the old Jſraelires informs us, 
that their Murmurings were as much at the ſtate of 
their private Afﬀairs, as at the publick management. 
This-was their common fault in the Wilderneſs, that 
they complained upon every occaſion, if they had nor 
ſuch plentiful Proviſion; nay, fuch variety of it, as 
might gratifie their lancy, as well as fatisfie their 

11.3 neceſlity : 
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neceſſity : Or, if they fell into any difficulty in their 
travels unto that good Land, to which God promifed, 
if they would have patience, in due time to conduct 
them. 

And as we find them complaining upon this ac- 
count; ſo we find (if we look into the reſt of the 
Scriptures) other Perſons complaining upon divers 
other ſcores. 

r. Some becauſe they were not regarded according 
to the deſerts they fanſied in themſelves. As we read 
in the Parable of the 'Labourers in the Vineyard, 
Matth. XX. 11. that ſome murmured at the good Man 
of the Family, becauſe they who came early into his 
Service, and had born the burden and heat of the day, 
received no more wages than thoſe who came later, 
and had taken leſs pains in his buſineſs; which they 
thought to be unequal. 

2. Others we find murmuring, becauſe they ſeemed 
to be neglected, while great care was taken of their 
Neighbours: So we read in A. VI.t. That there aroſe 
a murmuring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews, 
becauſe their Widows were negletted in the daily mi- 
wiſtration. 

3. Others murmured at ſuch Doctrines as they did 
not reliſh , finding fault with them, as the manner is, 
before they underſtood them. Joh. VI. 60,61. Many of 
his diſciples, when they heard that, ſaid, This is an 
hard ſaying, who can hear it> And when Jeſus knew 
that they murmured at it, he ſaid, Doth this offend you? 
that is, Turn you away from me? As much as to fay, 
there is no cauſe for it ; the fault is in your ſelves, and 
not in me or my Dodtnne. 

4- Another 
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4. Another ſort murmur becauſe all do not conſent 
to their little Opinions, and comply with their Cu- 
ſtoms : As the Phariſees did at the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
becauſe they tranſgrefſed the tradition of the Elders, 
and did not waſh their hands before they fat down to 
eat, Mat.XXV. 2, And becauſe they pluck'd the Ears-oi 
Corn, and rubb'd them in their hands, on the Sabbath- 
day, Luke VI. x. All which I paſs over, with the bare 
mention of them, becauſe that's ſufficient for my pur- 
poſe : Which is to ſhew, that any thing we diſlike, be- 
cauſe it is not according to our Fancy, Opinion, Hu- 
mour, [nclination,or Intereſt,may be the matter of mur- 
muring and complaint : Whereby we reflec very re- 
proachtully upon God and his Providence; and ſome- 
times upon thoſe who are God's Miniſters, or upon 
our innocent Brethren, who may have good warrant 
for that which we condemn. 

And now from what hath been faid, it will be caſic 
to ſhow from whence this murmuring humour proceeds; 
which is the ſecond thing I mt. » and may ſoon 
be diſpatch'd. 

Secondly. 1. For it is evident it proceeds from falſe 
Opinions, and wrong Notions of things, which muſt 
be examined and corrected, or elſe there will be no 
cure for it. Hence it was that the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees murmured, becauſe our Saviour and his Diſciples, 
did freely cat with publicans and fimners, Luke V.30. not 
conſidering that the whole needed not a phyſician, but the 
fick : And that he came wot to call the righteous , but 
the ſinners to repentance. The other Jews had donethe 
fame upon other occaſions before-mentioned ; but very 
unreaſonably and unjuſtly, as they might have under- 
ſtood ; 
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ſtood ; if inſtead ofmurmuring, they would have pon- 
dered his Inſtrutionss They murmured at him (faith 
St. John, VI. 41.) becauſe he ſaid, I am the bread which 
came down from heaven. Butwhy cid they not rather 
complain, {as Muſcul/us gloſles upon thofe words) that 
they could not underſtand things of ſuch weight and 
neceſlity > Why did they not pray to be enlightned from 
above, and deſire him to inſtru them more clearly in 
theſe matters? This had become Men of ſenſe. But in 
this weſee the Genius not only of Fudaical, but of all 
carnal Minds; who ſooner murmur againſt the Truth 
they do not underſtand, than accuſe the groſineſs of 
their own Hearts, and pray to God for the Gitt of right 
Underſtanding, and of Faith. If they had underſtood 
in what ſenſe he faid he came down. from Heaven, they 
would not have murmured ; and therefore-they ought 
to have deſired tobe inſtructed in the ſenſe of his words, 
and not have murmured at that which they did not 
underſtand. But thus.it fares, as I faid, with the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt, that iz ſooner finds thoſe that diſlike it, 
and condemn it, before they know it, than hearts that de- 
fire rightly to underſtand it, and to embrace it when it is 
underſtood. Thus he. 

2. It ariſes alſo from impatience of any Troubles or 
Inconveniences which commonly attend our Conditi- 
on here in this World , or which ariſe from our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances ; as we fee in the Hiſtory of the 
Hebrew Nation before-mentioned ; whoſe caſe this was 
upon ſeveral occaſions. 

3. From Pride and Ambition, Envy and Malignity 
of Spirit; as in the caſe of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram ; 
who imagined themſelves to be altogether as deſerving 
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as Moſes and Aaron ; and to have as much right as they 
to that Authority, which they pretended thoſe great 
Miniſters of God had uſurped over the People. 

4- Sometimes from Lu and Wantonneſs; as 
when the /ſraelires rormuared, becauſe they had not 
fuch dainty Food as they looked for, though they were 
otherwiſe plentiſully and miraculouſly fed, with Manna 
from Heaven, which they werecloyed wirhal, and loa- 
thed, Numb, XI. 

5. Sometimes, or rather always, from unthankfulneſs 
for the great Mercies we enjoy ; which are, in all Con- 
ditions, ſo many, that they might well ſilence all un- 
mannerly Complaints, did we but take the pains to lay 
thoſe Bleſſings to heart : Eſpecially, if we compared 
them with rhe bad Condition wherein we have ſome- 
times been; ordeferve to be, if we be not more grate- 
ful than eo complain'm a better. This was alfo the 
caſc of the xvhole -ZZebrew Nation mn the Wilderneſs ; 
who forgat the Works'of God, and remembred not the 
Wonders he had done tor them, nor the Evils from 
which he had delivered them; and fo fell into fits of 
diſcontent, upon every occaſion. And it is the caſe of 
all other Men who are guilty of this fin at this day : 
For, as Occamenius notes upon thofe words of the A- 
poſtle [Do all things without murmurings and diſputin 
Phil. {1. 14.) Ze that murmurs, 1 unthankful unto God, 
and be that is unthankful, ſpeaks hardly of him. 

6. Sometimes from vile Covetouſneſs, though cove- 
red under ſpecious pretences ; as when Judas rhe Trai- 
tor murmured at the waſte of the precious Ointment 
poured on ourSaviour ; which he would have had fold, 
thatthe Money might have come into his pocket. 


Laſtly, 
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his Providence ; which was the fin of the old 7 
raelites alſo ; who murmured, ſaying, Can God furniſh a 
table in the wilderneſs ? Bebold. he clave the rock, that 
the waters guſhed out. Can he give bread alſo? Can be 
provide fleſs for his people> Pal. LXXVIIL: 9,20. The for- 
merinſtances of his Power, did not breed ſuch a Conf- 
dence in him, as they ſhould have wrought in their 
Hearts; buethey (t;]] diſtruſted him, whom they could 
not but acknowledge had done things as wonderful for 
them, as thoſe which they further deſired. 

And thus Origen obſerves (upon Exed.XVT.) it is 
common among Men to murmur,it the Weather be not 
ſeaſonable, if the Years be not © fruitful as they were 
wont to be ; nay, if every thing do not fall out accor- 
ding to their Wiſhes and Expectations : That is, we 
would have no trials of our Faith and Patience, and ſfub- 
miſfion to God ; but a conſtant ſtream of proſperous 
fucceſles, _ according to our own Contrivances or 
Hearts Delires. 

Which is a very dangerous diſtemper of Mind,which 
muſt be cured —_— theſe Cauſes, from whence 
it proceeds. There is not the likedanger, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, in every oneof them ; but none of them 
are fake, and therefore we to ſeek after a ſpeedy 
remedy. It makes a conſiderable difference in this 
caſe, who it is that murmurs, againſt whom, and for what 
cauſe : If he be a Subjet who hath received great Be- 
nefits ; if it be againft ham to whom he owes much, and 
therefore ought to love and praife ; if it be for a crifling 
or 2 tolerable cauſe, much more if Thanks ought rather 
to be rendred, than Cs made ; it is a =_ 
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deteſtable ſort of murmuring, as the good Man before- 
named ( Muſculus) hath obſerved; It is alſo much to 
be conſidered, from whence this Vice ariſes ; whether 
from meer impatience of ſome Loſs or Inconvenience, 
or from Pride, Contempt, Indignation, and Envy : For 
though it be viciousin it ſelf to murmur againſt a Supe- 
riour ; yetit 5 aleſs fault, if it ariſe from ſome damage 
a Man hath received, of which he is impatient; than it 
would be, if it proceed from Pride, Contempt, and a 
Spirit of Envy ; ſfuchas was in Corah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram, againſt Moſes and Aaroy, and in the falſe Apoſtles 
and their Sectaries among the Corinthians, who mur- 
mured and ſpake againſt St. Pau/. The firſt Chriſtians 
had ſome among them, as you have heard, who mur- 
mured becauſe their Widows were neglected, in the 
Proviſion which was daily made for the Poor ; but it 
was neither out of Pride ,' nor Contempt, nor Envy, 
but from meer Impatience of the grievance it 'was. to 
them, to ſee thoſe, tor whom they had a-ſpecial concern, 
notſo much minded as others, who had no more need 
than they that werenegleted. Every Eye can diſcern 
the diflerence between theſe murmurings , which are 
not all of equal guilt ; yet none of them free from 
blame, nor without danger, if we do not apply our 
ſelves, with alt diligence, tothe proper means of curing 
our Minds of this diſtemper. 

Unto which, that I may awaken you, I fhall now 
proceed to conſider the reaſon we have 'to obey this 
Apoſtotical Precept, and no longer. give way to a dif- 
contented humour ; which.is the 44274 thing I under- 
took in the beginning, and may help toremove the Cau- 
&s of this Diſcaſe,if we well weigh the Miſchiefs it doth. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,” x. And here let it be :confidered, . that 
thisis a moſt wrcomfortable condition; and pars rhe Sonl 
iato fuch diſorders, that if it did' no other 'hure; ir 
ought on this account to be avoided: For: who is 
there that allows himſelf in this humour of diſcon- 
tented murmuring, - either- at the/ publick ſtate !of 
things, or bis. own-private condition; tharicruly = 
any part of thoſe Bleflings, whictvare-faten'to his 1h 
in this World ?- His Spirit.is ſoſowredby ir, that thecan 
reliſh nothing, though. in it ſelf. aever ſo pleaſant ;. he 
is poor and miſerable:in the midſtof abundance; want- 
ing not only that which:he hath noty”' but ever that 
which he hath : He takes-no fatisfactioniin any! thing , 
though God's bounty hath: beſtowed;perhaps,variety of 
Bleſlings upon him; for this tumour will let him rake 
no notice of them, but only of that which is grievous 
to him: By this- means he -poſteſſes nothing, no, /not 
himſelf; his Soul being carried away mn a hurry, by 


things without him; he;knows. net 'whither : "He's 


ſeldom at bome; and when. he 'is, he finds nothing 
there but diſorders, tumults, and diſquiets of Ming; 
ſuch a confuſion of Thoughts as hurries him: away 
again'from himſelf ;. and that, many times, into dar 
gerous- adventures. © Who wonld in then' fucha 
temper of Mind, as fpoils all our Comfortsg"even that 
Satisfaction, which we ſhould find'in'our own ſerious 
thoughts? ro 

2. But it is not meerly an «atomefor table condition; 
it 5 allo very. /inful: For it proceeds as you havethvard 
from ſeveral other 1ins; and it,isthecauſ@alſo oOmany 
more ; both of ſms of omiſſion, and ſins of zommillion, 
as we commonly diſtinguiſh them. 2: TXIT 
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1. Firſt! of innumerable ſins of Omifior, ' in not re- 
counting; ; the multitude. of , God's Mercies beſtowed 
upon: us3z-in not; pohdering the: greatneſs of thern, and 
our own -i{nworthineſs to enjoy them; in not giving 

perual thanks for them ; neither calling ro Mind 
all the Evils from which we have been preſerved or de- 
livered ;| nor:fo'mucti as — ag. uy ofall the Bleflings 
we'daily, recave,. which for .our moſt gratetul 
ackaowiddgments:: For they who 'are given ro mur- 
muring, ſeldom refle& (as we find by the Iſraelites) 
upon the Obligations they have to God, though never 
ſo , never: fo. wonderful; they forget how. he 
hath: favedithein from the dreadful: dangers 'which 
they feared;or delivered them-from the heavy burdens 
which oppteſſed them; and mind only what they at 
preſent deſire, or diſlike.  .. , 

\. Which wr the Faelites into; fuch'a very bad 
temper of Mind,that they were never pleaſed. Nobetter 


pleakd outiof Zgepr, than iwhen they were in it ; for 


they murmured-as much,” or more, after their Delive- 
rance, as they did befare;''and I do not find they were 
better. ſatisfied in Canazn, than they had been either 
4a #aypr, or in the #3/derneſs ; for they carried their 
peep age, mr. with them thither : And Men 
cat: he pleaſed ta where, 'in no condition; unleſs they 
have a due: Senſe df God and of his Goodneſs; and be 
truly affected with his benefits. 

2. As for the Sins: of Commiſfon they are no leſs 
numerous, fach as envious diſtractions, evil ſurmiſings , 
raſh cenfurings, lyieg, deftamations, and ſometimes 
Injuſtice, Oppreſſion,, Extortion , if not downright 
Robberies ; which are the common Effects of Mens 
; diſcontented 
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diſcontented repining at their own private condition. 
And when they are diſcontented with the pyblick 
State of Aﬀairs, - thence proceed evil ſpeakings; clamor, 
revilings; "variance, ſtrife, contention, quarreling ; and 
many times higher . degrees of all ' theſe Sins, fuch as 
ſpeaking evil of dignities, &e. For by diſcontent Men 
exaſperate their own Spirits ; and by, Complaints and 
Mourmurings they . exaſperate Others,” unto: paruly 
Paſſions, which tr :10toundutitul Prachices, which 
break out at laſt into publick Diſturbances... And how 
many miſchiefs Men are wont to draw ;uwpon them- 
ſelves by that means, I ſhall not now fay ; becauſe my 
preſent buſineſs is, to ſhew only the ſinfulneſs of a 
Murmuring Sparit. - ﬀ | 
;  " But the next. particular: will make -you ſehſible 
of that alſo ; when I have added to this thefe two Cons 
fiderations. 1 br « affucic1ul £3vuol: 

r. Firſt, That a murmuring | humour. puts us into 
a temper of Mind, dire&ly contrary to the' Chriſtjan 
Spirit, which conſiſts in ſuch an happy frame of Mind, 


as makes ns rejoice in God always; and adminiſter all \ 


the Joy and Comfort we are able one to another. For 
the kingdom of God (faith St.' Paul) 1 fiighteanſneſs, 
Peave and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. XIV. $7, Where 
by Joy is not meant only the. joy we feel in-our- own 
Hearts, from a - ſence: of Gods love to us; but that 
which we give to one another, by our friendly agree- 
ment: So St. Chryſo/tem, and from him, Orcumentus 
interprets the Words, '4#ertuous Life,'Prace withour 
Brethren, and Ybe Joy whecb. ſprings from coxcord, ate 
the things will bring us to Heaven ;. and\ he that' fub- 
werts this Peace and Joy, doth his Brother. a greater 


injury, 
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injury, than if be had robÞ'd him of his Money; for it is 
a —_ far more precious than Gold and Silver, being 
one of the Fruits of the Spirit, next to love” (Gal. V. 
'22;): from - whence it ſprings as” from its ſource : For 
if we fove our Brethren we thall be loth to grieve them; 
and ſhall ſtudy to pleaſe them; which is ſuch an excel- 
lent diſpoſition of Mind,that Plato himſelf, reports this 
as-afi'ancient Saying,that he ſhould be reputed the wiſeſt 


De {Many aud the moſt Vittorious, whoſe buſineſs it is to make 
| "others rejoice and be merry.- 


Now riwurmaring is fo oppoſite to this, that it damps 
all the Joy we ſhould Centh take in God and in 
his Love; and puts us into ſuch a fullen humour, 
that it ſpoils alſo Chriſtian Society, and that ſweet fel- 
lowfhip we ought'to have; by giving ſuch Counſel and 
Comfort one to another, asmay niake us rejoice always, 
whatſoever happens; and never repine at any thing, 
though never ſo''icroſs 'to' our expectations : Which 
we ſhould the rather ſtudy, becauſe Foy makes us more 
ſerviceable to the World, than otherwiſe we ſhall be; 
both by putting us forward to do good, and by com- 
mending Piety and Goodneſs unto others. Whence it 
is. that \we.read, Act. IX. 31: The churches were multi- 
plyed, when theywwalked'in the fear of God, and in the 
comfort of 'the Floly Ghoſt: | 
Let us take heed then how weany way (particular- 
ly by Murmuring and "nem, baniſh this Hea- 
venly Gueſt from our ſelves or others; which is the 
Page, -as- St. Baſil calls-it (or. whoſoever was the Au- 
thor of the Monaſtical Conſtitutions) that waits upon 
Goodneſs and” Vertue; * eſpecially now , when there 
is fach cauſe for it, by God's wonderful Goodneſs to us 
' in 
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in this Kingdom , let us not upon any account refuſe 
to take our ſhare in it; but (to ſpeak in the P/almi/t's 
Phraſe, F/al. CVI. 5.) let us rejoice in the gladneſs of 
our nation- 

2. For if we do not, Lut give way to a murmuring 
humour, it will ſpoil all the good we do, and make it 
unacceptable to God our Saviour. Which is a reaſon, 
more eſpecially, why we ſhou!d not murmur at any 
part of our Chriſtian Duty ; no, notat taking up the 
Croſs, nor any- thing elſe, which may feem a hard 
Jaying ; which is the worſt ſort of murmuring that we 
can be guilty of: For it is the quality of bale, diſ-in- 
genuous -and ſtupid ſlaves (as Sr. Chryſoſtom obſerves 
upon Ph. 14.) and tlierefore ought not to be 
found in a Child, ' * Who is abont his karhers buſineſs; 
*and Jabours for himſelf. Conſider, fays his Father, 
* that what thou doſt for me, thou doſt for thy ſelf; 
*rhon wilt have the benefit of it; wherefore then doſt 
* thou grumble? It is for them- ro murmur, who la- 
* bour and toil when others reap the advantage ; but 
* he that labours for himſelf, what cauſe hath he ro 
* murmur? He had better not work at all, than not 
f. without murmuring. He loſes his labourzhe ſpoils that 
* which he hath done, though it be well done. Do 
* you not ſee how 'in our own Family, we are wont 
*to fay continually, I had rather you would ler it a- 
*lone, than do it with Murmuring: Nay, we oft- 
* times chuſe rathcr to want ones ſervice, than Lear 
* with his murmuring humour: For it is #'\grievous 
"thing, very grievous, to murmur. It is nigh unto 
* blaſphemy; which 1s the reaſon God puniſhed it fo 
* leverely in the /ſraelires; for it was a peice of ingra- 
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©titude: He that murmurs is unthankful to God, 
©£2nd he that is unthankful is a Blaſphemer. Thus 
* he. 

And indeed it is dire&tly contrary to that Love and 
Charity, which is the Note of the Children of God; 
and believes all things, hopes all things, takes all in 
good part, and makes the beſt conſtruction of them : 
As on the contrary, where ſelf-love, Pride, and fuch 
like Vices reign, there is nothing but impatience, 
ſuſpicions, ſiniſter interpretations, murmurings and 
complaints, whereby even things good in them- 
ſelves are corrupted and defiled. This we learn from 
that famous inſtance of Chriſtian Charity, w4z. 
entertaining- Strangers, in which it was not ſo much 
conſidered whom they entertained, as with what 
Mind. If they did it with an ill will, and repiningly, 
it was ſo far trom being look'd upon as a benefit, that 
it was taken for a reproach : Whence that admonition 
of St. Peter, x Ep.IV. 9g. Tſe pray one to another 
without grudging,or murmuring;(tor it is the fame Word 
which we fo tranflate in other places.) They were not 
to think much at it, as we ſpeak; much leſs to 
grumble at. the trouble or the charge their Brethren 
brought upon. them ; but receive them as cheerfully 
as Men now welcome their Gueſts to the publick Inns, 
where they pay for what they have: And thus, as 
Sr. Paul inſtructs us in the place before named, we 
ought to , perform our whole Chriſtian duty (do aZ 
things without murmuring) and likewiſe entertain, in 
the fame manner , whatſoever falls out in the World, 
by the diretion or permiſſion of God's Wiſe Provi- 
dence; for heis not pleaſed to ſee us follow bim, or do 

as 
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as he bids us, with a heavy Heart, and a diſcontented, 
complaining Spirit. 

And ſol come to the 7hird and laſt Reaſon, why we 
ſhould obey the Apoſtolical admonition in my Text, 
and work out this part of our Salvation, even with fear 
and trembling : Which is this, 

3. That murmuring is the cauſe of ſuch Sins, as 
are the puniſhment of thoſe who are guilty of it. 7heir 
own tongue, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, falls upon thewſetves; 
they utrering in their anger ſuch diſcontented ſpeeches, 
that God takes them at their Word, as we ſpeak, and 
brings upon them the' Evils they unadviſedly wiſhed : 


For anger, you may obſerve, is the ordinary Compa- 


nion of difcontented murmuring; which reflets fo 
highly upon God, that it moves his juſt diſpleaſure. 
We may ſay in this Caſe as So/omoy doth, Prov.XIX.3. 
"The fooliſhneſs of man perverteth bis way, andhis heart 
fretteth (or as the Chaldee hath it, marmureth) againſt 
the Lord. - Men ran inconſiderately into many Sins, 
and then lay the blame upon their natural weakneſs, 
and want of power to avoid them; which is in effe& 
to lay the fault upon God: And in the'fame manner 
they draw many 1nconveniencies upon themſelves, and 
fall into great ſtraits ; whereupon they' fret and fume 
( though not- directly, "0 by conſequence) againſt 
God: For when they fay, Things might have been 
better ordered ; what neceſſity was there for this ? 
They forget that nothing comes to paſs without God's 
Providence (no not thoſe things which are ill done) 
towards- whieh we ought to behave aur ſelves with a 
becoming reverence ; and take heed leaſt we ſpeak 
anadviſedly with our lips. 
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The-dangerof whichis ſo-apparent,in-the. example of 
the murmuring /ſraelites , of whom my [Text ſpeaks, 
that we need ſock no-other proof of it-: For you read 
how, in a raging fit of Difcontent, they were: ſo diſtre- 
Red, that they minded neither what they did, nor what 
they ſaid; for they entred into a confultation,..as you 
have heard, to make them a Captazn, and. return again 
into the Egyptian Slavery, out of which. they had been 
lately. redeemed ; as if that were more deſireable, than 
the preſent Liberty they enjoyed of - ſerving God as he 
had appointed in the Wilderne(s; which they were nac 
-perfnitred to dg, ; while'they, ſtay in Egypr.. - Anda 
mong other angry things; which they; laid-in” that 
diſcontented- fir, -this fooliſh Word: dxopt aut of 
their mouth ,. Would: God \we had died in this wilder- 
meſs, Numb, XIV. 2. Accordingly it came to pals; they 
had their wiſh:: God being (6. provaked with their mur- 
amring, thathe- pronounced this heavy Judgment, upon 
them o it, That | none-of. them ſhould ſec 'the' good 
Land he deſigned for them ; but periſh in.the Wilder- 
neſs ; where they wandered about for forty years, till all 
their Carkaſſes were conſumed,  |:-.- + Mt c5 
[-- This is a ſufficient caution againſt thisSin;z, which'is 
then moſt dangerouſly. provoking, when, it-continues 
Jong;:, Which-1s the- only -thing I ſhall, further-obſerve 
ppon.tlus| Argument. {/ 65 

The //rael:tes, I told you in the beginning, had been 
guilry of; \murmuring, before the time unto -which, the 
Apoſtle hath zeſpe& in my Text : But.;God moſt gra- 
ciouſly forbare to proceed againſt them, and. did, nqt 
fend the Deftreyer to cut them. off, Beforethey cameout 
of Egypt,you may rcad in Exed.V.zi.how reproachtully 

| they 
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they treated Moſes and Aaros; as they did'afrerthicir de- 
liverance, Exod XIV. 13. XV: 24:& XVE 2.:In the laſt 
of which places,you may obſerve a great many aggrava- 


' tions of their Sin: Read the Words again, to make them 


the-more evident : And the whole congregation of the 
children of Iſrael murmure 1 againſt Moſes and Aaron is 
the wilderneſs, and ſald wiito them, Would ro God\werhad 
Hitd by 'the' hand of 'the Lord in the lantl of Egypt, when 
we ſat-by the fieſh-pots, atid when we-did ent bread to the 
full : for ye have brought us forth into this wilderneſs, to 
kill this whole aſſembly with hanger (20061 

2#! BebolUhere,/how very groks theinIngrativudewias, 
Whleſi'eKtcnitzte? the Betichgplicy hack received, ascin 
eonMearHct' Hd; lookinglonbyruponla preſent: rait 
which was foon over, miade'them quire forget.their long 
Servitude in the Houſe of Bondage;: out of which they 
had beer” newly/delivered; > 2 10a 
"22 Nay, 'Beliold bow they :mmgnifie>Egypr, where 
they were no better than vile Slaves; and preferr cat 
nal Things, 'befott divine: Bleflings ; the fleſh-port of 
Egypt, betore the liberty 6f their Religion, and. the glo- 
rious Preſence of God, - which appeared among, them, 
and went zlong/With#hem/ 202m ou LD bo 

3- More thary this; tliey Tpeak of the:very Plagues af 
Egypt (by'which they wiſh they had: died) with more 
ſatisfaction, than of the/Mercies "they:.enjoyet:: under 
the Almighty's Protection. 5: 

4: Andit is obſervable tow: extravagantly rhey. com- 
mend their Conditionin Zgypt, as ifthey. had wanted:ny- 
thing there,but had had their #4 of all good rings; and 
deſprſe their preſcat happineſs, of beingrthe(people: of the 
Lord, whom he had redetmed and-purchaſed, Exod, XV. 
3, 16. 5. I licy 
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5« They unjuſtly alfo and nogratetully accuſe Moſes 
and Aaron for bringing: them forth out of Egypr, into 
that Wilderneſs ; when they did nothing of ther owg 
head, but by the diretion of God , who went before 
them, and led them the way . wherein they ſhould 
£0. | | 
: 6. To cendlude this, they miſcall their glorious de- 
liverance- fromthe. Houſe of Bondage, into a ſtate of 
—_— by the. odious Name of Death and Defſtru- 

ON. | 

So frantick doth a difcontented Humour make thoſe 
who are 'poſfelſed: with it :. Notwithſtanding which, 
God, as'I faid; was fo lang; yards them, that 
he :did-not at thadtime wy begrwiany 4 x upon them, 
but bare with them till he ſaw-them .and fixed 
mthis eviltemperof Mind, 'that they would not be re- 
formed by his patient Goodneſs;  'Then he, tgok a ſe> 
vere Vengeance'\on them, and-by degrees utterly de- 
ſtroyed them. :: ; ©/12l? rj ole ord 0 hen tl 

Let us admire this Long-ſuffering and Forbearance 
of God, and thankfully -acknowledge- his Goodneſs, 
which,as 7/aiah ſpeaks,nultiplies to pardongand bath not 
yet entred into Judgment with.us: Byt let us take heed 
how we provoke him to anger;: by continuing 1n this 
or any other Sin ; eſpecially -after much patience with 
us, which ought to lead us to, a ſpeedy Repen- 
tance. = 
God may be pleaſed graciouſly to paſs by the firſt 
Irruptions of thoſe Paſſions which make us murmur ; 
nay, not be fo ſtritin marking what is done amiſs, as 
not to pardon many: fits of diſcontent, which may come 
-upon us. He knows our'frame, and pities our my 

nets; 
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neſs ; and isſlow to anger, and far from being forward 
to puniſh our frowardneſs. But ifwe indulge our ſelves 
in this humour, and. do not labour to corre& it; if we 
ſet not our ſelves againſt it, but let it grow to- ſuch an 
heighth, 'that we forget to be thankful to God for his 
Mercies,never reflec upon all the Good he hath done us, 
nor the Evils from which he hath freed us, either by his 
own hand immediately, or by the miniſtry of athers ; 
but, quite contrary, we complain in a ſtate of Happi- 
nefs,being diſpleaſed that every thing is not toour gult ; 
and difordering our ſelves with angry diſcontent, be- 
cauſe all things are not ordered according to our Mind ; 
and perhaps Grading againſt thoſe , whom God hath 
imployed to dous good (which was the caſe: of the old 
Iſraelites in their marmurings _ Moſes and Aaron:) 
Then it is high time, we may fear, for God to chaſtize 
us, both for our Ingratitude, and for our abuſe 'of his 
long-ſuffering Goodneſs tous. 

e have allthe reaſon inthe World to believe, That 
if we walk in the fame way the /ſraelites did, it will 
lead us into the fame deſtruction ; as the Apoſtle here 
teaches us, in this Diſcourſe to the Corinthians. If we 
flight, or do not value the Mercies God hath beſtowed 
upon us zor undutifully refle&t upon thoſe who have been 
inftrumental in procuring them to us ; if we fo diſlike 
our yg Settlement, that we thirſt after a Change, 
we do not know what puniſhments we are drawing 
upon our ſelves. And let us be aſſured, we ſhall be no 
more ſatisfied in that Change, ſhould it come- to paſs, 
(which God forbid )than we are'in the prefentEſtabliſh- 
ment. The motions of our difcontented Minds can- 
not be quieted by any thing without them. We ſhall 
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ever find matter for Complaint, 'and” far greater in a 
new Revolution, than we can do 1n this. 

We have not torgotten, ſure, the Condition wherein 
we lately were ; how all our Laws were violated; what 
endeavours were uſed to ſubvert our Religion and our 
Goverament'; ſo that mens hearts ( to ſpeak in our 
Saviour's Words, Luke XXI. 26.) "ore them for fear, 
ond for looking after thoſe things which were coming upon 
#5 : Which we thall unavoidably draw upon: our lelves, 
fand ifur-be poſſible greater Evils,) ſhould we be ſo un- 
happy as to ſee our preſent Settlement overturned. 

Take heed:thereforeunto your ſelves, not only toyour 
Attions,.and:to. your Tongues, but to your very Minds 
and Spirits:- Do not allow of any riſings and boilings 
there, but inſtantly ſuppreſs them, Give not way to the 
very beginnings ofany diſcontentedthoughts andangry 
Motions : - Stay. them before they proceed further, and 
grow unruly : Ask them what they would have 2 whiz 
ther they would go? what they deſign, and where they 
will end 2 For you know not whither they will carry 
vou, it you do not put an end to them as ſoon as they 
begin. 1 LETT | £21725 

They will lead you from one-fin-to another, tilt they 
have drawn one miſchief upon: you; after another ;:and 
where they will cancJude at Jaſt,, we cannot certainly 
tell; but-we may make a ſhrewd. gueſs, by the Exam- 
ple of thoſe, whom the Apoſtle here ſets before us, to 
be a warning to us ; by which if we judge, it will be, 
in utter deſtrution..,Fprall that\evil Generation, -who 
would {nor ceaſe theirmurmuring, 'notwithſtanding all 
the chidings they had for it, and the ſharp puniſhments 
that had been intlicted' on thenr tor thei Amendment, 
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fell at laſt in the Wilderneſs, ſhort of the promiſed Land, 
into which God reſolved they ſhould not enter, becauſe 
of rheir perverſeneſs. 

And what was the cauſe of all this > What made 
them fo perverſſy murmur, but only ,ſuch things as 
theſe 2 | 
, They ſorgat the Jate Oppreſtions under which they 
had groaned, and the glorious Deliverance God had 
wrought for them'froin that miſerable bondage. 

They conſidered nottheir preſent eaſe, and the liber- 
21 they had to ſerve God according to their Hear ts de- 
res, 

They had no reſpe& to the Hope which was ſet be- 
fore them, of being brought to perte&t reſt in the Land 
of Promiſe ; and there ſetled in the Happinefs,. which 
God himſelf expreſſes in theſe magnificent Words :- f 
ye will obey my woice indeed, and keep my covenant , then 
9e ſhall be a peculiar treaſure unto me. above all people-: 
for all the earth is mine. And ye ſhall be unto me a 
K INGDOMOF PRIESTS, and an holy Nation, 
Exod. XIX. 5, 6. | 


Herein then lics the Cure of this Diſcaſe., .if we find 
any ſpice of it in our ſelves. 

I. Let us reflet daily upon the Condition where. 
in we were a few Months ago, and the extraordinary 
hand of God in delivering us fromour ſears. 

2. And then ay to heart the freedom we now enjoy, 
toferve God without ſear of thoſe Dangers, wherewith 
we were ſurrounded, | 

3. Together with the hope we have (if: we our 
ſelves do not hinder ) to fee Loth our Civil and Re- 
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ligious Rights and Liberties fecured tous and toour Po- 
fterity, ſo as they have not been ſince we were a Na- 
tion. 

And then we ſhall be ſo far from murmuring, that 
we ſhall think we owe the higheſt Praiſes and Thank(- 
givings to him, 

Which if we be careful to pay , and every day upon 


our bended knees,blefs his holy Name,who hath ſaved our . 


life from deſtruttion , and crowned us with loving kind- 
weſs, and tender mercies; we ſhall never be guilty of 
murmuringany more, which is utterly inconſiſtent with 
thankfulneſs to God tor all his Benefits. 


Of which if we be mindful, who knows but we 
may fall, by degrees, into ſuch an angry mood as 
that of the '//raelires ; who commended their Zgy- 
ptian Bondage, and miſcalled their Slavery there, 
by the Name of, Liberty to enjoy a folnek of 
good Things; nay, look'd upon their Deliverance 
from: thence, as a betraying them to periſh in the 
Wilderneſs ; infomuch , that at laſt they wiſh'd them- 
ſelves in Egypt again, and conferred about going back 
into their 'Chains: This was ſuch a fearful Provo- 
cation , that we ſhould dread any approaches to it; 
not admitting ſo much as a diſcontented Thought , 
if we can prevent it; but if it preſs in upon us, re- 
jet it, or throw it out as ſoon as it is entred : For 
if it lie brooding there, we know not what it may 
bring forth. It it be go more than Complaints , 
where we have reaſon rather to give Thanks, it 
is a great deal too much , and mult be ſpeedily a- 
mended : For there is no great difference between 
appro- 
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approving that which ' is evil, and diſliking that which * Cyril. 4- 


is good : Nay, * zo find fault with that which is well =_ als 4 
done, is equally culpable , as to commend that which is pm 


bad: The ſame thing to free that which is baſe and *% Th 
wmporthy, from jusF reprehenfion ; and to quarrel with 9*%>mme, 
if T3 xg]n39- 
thoſe things which are ſo far from deſerving our Cen- (arms w- 
ure, that they ought to be highly praifed. AZ, &c.in 
/ ; a 8) P / Johan. VII. 
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1 Cor. TV. -10. 
T, herefore judge nothing before the time, 
unttl the Lord come —— 


N theſe words there is a double Swppeſition ; and 
thereupon a_ weighty Inference, 
The Suppoſitions are ; Firſt, That there will 
be another Advent, or coming of our Lord, 
beſides that which we now commemorate ; 
when he appeared in the /ikeneſ5 of ſinful fleſh. 

Secondly, That the end and intention of his-Second 
coming, is.to judge «s ; a5 the foregoing Words tell 
us, He that jad ethme ts the Lord; therefore let none 
of you be ſo Lotd as to judge before the time, until the 
Lord come; whoſe proper buſineſs it is to judge others. 

That's the Inferenze he makes from thoſe two 
known DoQtines: Since the Lord will come again, on 
purpoſe to Judge us all, let not us take upon us to pre» 
judge one another, but ſuſpend our cenfures, till he 
come to Judgment. 

The Suppoſitions are ſo well underſtood, and I hope 
fo ſtedfaſtly believed, that I need not go about. to 
yn them. They are among the fr principles or 

ements of the Dedtrine of Chri/t; and it i5 a ſhame 
to be continually laying again, the fomndation (as it is 
called Zeb. VI. 2.) of the reſurredtion of the dead, 
and the eternal jadgment; the belict of winch we own, 
by 
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by profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion ; which in oppo- 
ſition to the Jewiſh Pedagogy, 1s thus deſcribed in the 
ſame Epiſtle, Zeb. XIL 2:2, 23. We are not come to 
mount Sinai, (ſuch a diſpenſation, that is, as that of 
Moſes, whoſe Law was given upon that Mount) Zur 
we are come t0 mount Sion, tothe city of the Irving God, 
and to Gd the judge of all: As much-as to fay, When 
weare made Members of theChriſtian Church (figured 
by Mount Sie and Jeruſalem) we acknowledge God 
toue the Judge; Firſt, of all things ; not only the out- 
ward Actions, which the Moſaica! Law chiefly; -xc- 
gulated ; but even the Thoughts and Counſels offthe 
' Heart: And, Secondly, of all Perſons; not only Jews, 
but the whole Gentile Horld, of whatſoever rank or 
condition they be : Who ſhall be called to an account 
for all chings whatſoever, open or ſecret, known or 
concealed; and accordingly receive their doom from 
the Almighty and Righteous Judge of the World. 

Let me only therefore remember you, that it is ne- 
ceflary to keep theſe great conſeſſed Truths, continual- 
Iy in Mind ; and carry this ſenſe about with us every 
where, That there will be a day , when the Lord Jeſus 
who came in the form of a Segrvamt, to viſit us in great 
Humility, to give us his Laws, and” to _'dig for our 
Sins, will come again in Glorious Majeſty ;- not as a 
Servant, but as a Soveraign, attended with all the 
Hoſt of Heaven, to call us before him, and examine 
how his Laws have bcen obſerved by us; and what 
7 there hath been of his ſhedding his precioys Blood 
or us. | 

This if we thought of daily, with: a Iively belief, 
that as he is a molt impartial Juge; ſo the greateſt 
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would move' us to ob all his Laws, _ with" the 
care-and diligence } becauſe he will certainly 
and unavoidably ſentence thoſe ro the heavieſt puniſh- 
ments, who conteran his Authority, by the violation 
of any of them, particularly this in my'Text, which 
the Apoſtle infers from thoſe Principles; ,not to judy 
any thing before the time; but to leave all to che Fudg- 
ment of the 'Lord. | | 
For the underſtanding of which, it will be neceſſary 
to do theſe three things. i un'% | 
Firſt, to ſhaw what it is to Fudge, i > 1 
Secondly: how'the'Apoftle isto -uciderſt60d, When 
he faith judge yorhing. EE 7 ck 
Thirdly, What the Reaſons and Grounds are; upon 
which this precept ſtands, in the right ſence and mean- 
ing of it. gat 


I: 


For the frf# of theſe, to judge, fometirnes ſignifies' 
no more, than to make ſuch a difference in our 
thoughts, between one thing and another, when they 
are preſented to our underitandings; as: our reaſon 
ſhows us there is in the things themſelves. To dif- 
cern, for inſtance, between truth and falſhood ;' fo as 
to approve the one, and to reje& the other: In which 
ſence we ought fo judge every thing; and to admit no- 
thing, till we ſee good reaſon to entertain, it; for it is 
a Chriſtian Verrue, 'to make a diſcrimination between 


good /and'bad, trac and falſe; and as we fidd things 
uporr examination, fo to detertnine whether rhey are 
to be received or rejected. - _ 
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I need. fay.no mare; for you can reſolve what is fit in 
this matter, if you 4 =_ to conſule, with your own 
ſober thoughts. ... 
We ulit-find | chan adother Jeng, of he Word Judge, 
which is this; 
. ,2;; T9.pa. ſentence pon other Men's aQions or 
alities,. pronouncing them either, .or bad, ' And 
To: vs the Apoſtle ufes the Word in the two Verſes, im- 
mediately preceding my Text, v.3. But with me it 15 
a ſma# matter, that 7 _ 'Be ju ed of = or of mans 
juplgment ; 1 I make __no.,; what 
Qpanign 6. my Pay ol elſe Po i of / my "Pedeliry, 
in the ward committed to me (mentioned v.z.) 


of diſpe aka oe "Myſterirs of of Goſpel..of. Chriſt ; 
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juftiffed ;' for bo "that juidlperl me # rhe ord Tt is rot) 
as others judge of us,' or:as we jridge” of our fetves; 

but as the Lord, who-cannot be deceived, ſhall judge. 

In'all which diſcourſs'judo;ee is- paſſing! a"Serenice, | 
cither for; or / againſt anocher-Ferſon ; 'either ro/acquit 

and clear him,! or to <erſureand torderny him: And” 
thus it is frequetithy uſed in other places; particularly, 
for paſſing a ſentence of Condemnation 'wpon others, 

accuſing them as guilty, and cenſuring them! to! be! 
worthy of puniſhment: For Example,- ex. XIV.3. 
Let not kim that eateth, deſpiſe 'bim that! eaterh wor; 
avd let not him that eaterb hot, jailge bind VMFeatetsr? 
That is, condemn him of 294 pmcncey = cofitenipit” 
of God's, Laws, intaking| his kberty of eating any thing, 

without diſtintion of Meats; -andiv4; he art thou 

that judgeſt another mans ſervant? That is, condemneſt 

him, over whom thou hafl ao juriſdiction. 

And thus it is to be underſtood in my Text, for 
Cenfuring and Condemning others ;'which is'an Office 
that belongs not' to us, who feldom have a ſufficient 
cognizance of their cafe. M4 399 449VG Af 

W hieh- maybe done either #=wardly,) iff out lower 
thoughts; or awt2a7d!yalfo incur Words und Speectits;: 
whereby Wwe'prdnounct' rhei ſentence which our Mid! 
hath paſſed upon them: Betweer! which two (inward 
and outward cenfures-of others) there is no ſmall diffe- 
rence ;- and-therefors thisis a-dtinQtion'y whiely ougttt 
to be carefully obſcrved ; becauſe it may bd\kawful te 
pals 'a - judgment ' upon Men's wtions" ir Or'own 
thoughts, 'wherr we ought nov: to fignifie-it 20-othiers 
by out Words. - For fr/t, the Petfons upon whom we 
paſs a judgmant, may be fo-mach Superigur to us if 

TIL F 2 Digmty 
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Dignity, pnd Authority 3 -ar'they may excel in ſo man 
eminent Vertues, and do ſo much-good to the World, | 
that it may not be fit for us to ſpeak of every thing we 
ſee amiſs 4n; them; which we may truly judge in our 
Minds:to: be  faplts:'| Or, Secondly, the Company to 
whom we. ſpeak: may be fuch, as will not make a good 
uſe 'of 'qur-judgment; but a bad ; which is a juſt cauſe, 
why we ſhould forbear to declare our judgment, what- 
ſocever-we may juſtly think in our own breaſts: Or, 
Thirdly; The thing 1t {elf; which we cannot but con- 
demn, may be-of ſuch a Nature, and done fo ſecretly, 
that-it -will be.a breach of Charity to ſpeak of it unto 
any; but him, that 1s guilty of it. 

Now the Word jadge being thus explained, I pro- 
ceed to the Second thing, A 


pe IL 


How :the Apoſtle is to be underſtood; when 
he faith judge nothing: For ,it may ſeem an im- 
poſſible precept, ſeeing there are many things which 
ought to-be: condemned, and many Perſons who are 
apparently guilry.of them. We muſt therefore under- 
ſland/ him, with ſome limitations, that we may make 
a wiſe judgment concerning judging other Men ; and 
not Jet all things they do paſs without cenſure, be- 
cauſe we are bound; in ſome caſes, not to cenſure 
them at all, : - Te 

:: And, for our clearer information, I ſhall ſhew ; -Firſt, 
what judgment is not here- forbidden ; Second!ly,what is. 
- Firſt, With reſpe& to the former of theſe, I ſhall 
only put you ig Mind of theſe three things. is, 

x. That t 
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'.3+ That publick Judgments and judicial Cenſures, are 
not herecondemned ; tor they havethe Divine Aurho- 
rity to warrant them, and Humane Societies cannot 
ſubſſt without them : Thereforelet none imagine there: 
iS any. thing in theſe Words , either forbidding a Chri- 
ſtian:to be a Magiſtrate , or forbidding a Magiſtrate to: 
judge and condemn evil things, and evikdoers. For as 
Magiſtracy is God's Ordinance for the good of Man- 
kind ; fo it is the Duty of every Magiſtrate,? to con- 
demn and puniſh ſuch as do evil ; being ſent, or com- 
miſſioned by God for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that do well, 1 Pet. Il. 14. They 
do ill then - that cenſure and condemn this Office, or 
thoſe that execute it ; for it is that which all Men do 
in their own Families ; where having Authority as 
Parents, or Maſters, they corre&t what is done a- 


2. Andas thereis nothing in theſe Words forbidding 
Magiſtratesto exerciſe their Office, ſo they contain no 
prohibition unto private Perſons, either to form an O- 
pinion concerning others in their Mind, upon theſferious 
obſervation of the courſe of their Aﬀtions ; orta reprove 
and rebuke each other tor their ſin, according to the 
Rules of Truth and Charity : For it is neceſſary 
to torm a Judgment concerniag others in our Minds; 
that we may avoid the Company of evil Men, and 
preſerve our ſelves from the danger of their Conta- 
gion : And Charity being the ſum. of all our Duty to 
our . Neighbour, -- prudent and 'ſcaſonable reproot is 
often the greateſt Charity we can beſtow upon them. 
Let the righteous ſmite me ( faith David bf aud it 
ſhah be a kindneſs ; and let him reprove me, it ſhall be 
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” exceflext oil', which ſhall not break my head , Phal. 
XLiag.r: 11 "rv | | | 

3- And a5 we may thus judge Men tb be worthy of 
reproot, and rake upon us to tell them of their Faults, 
ſo.thcte is nothing; in! theſe Words forbidding ' us to. 
ſpeak of them «nts others in their abſence, ef cially 
when'they aro not amended oy rivate reproof; pro- - 
vided, fir/t, that we ſincerely defign the-gocd of thoſe 
to whom we declare our mind concerning them ; and, 
ſecondly, that we-fay no more than is neceſſary to fore- 
warn their Neighbours; tft they be miſled and infected 
by them#z We malt not blacken them mare than needs, 
much lets make them worſe than they afe;bur only pive' 
ſuch a juſt Characer of therazas may ſerve for a Caution 
to thoſe, whootherwiſe may be in danger tobe enveigled 
by ther into- their evil Courſes. Thus our-Lord: bids his 
Diſciples beware of the Scribes, who look'd demurety, 
and behav'd themſelves gravely,and madea ſhew of great, 
Piety in'their long Prayers, that they might be the leſs 
fuſpefed of bad Deſigns, and the more ſecurely de- 
ceive ſuch as truſtedto their Honeſty, Zute XX. 46,47. 
And thus St.Pa«/ bids the Ephefans, Chi V. rr. have no 
fellowſhip with the unfruit fub works of darkneſs, bur rather 
reprovethem j thats, dere&t them, and declare againſt 
them. 

f[. Theſe things therefore being not forbidden in 
theſe Words, let us now confider what Judgment or 
Cenſure is forbidden. | 
. 1. And this is certain, That we ought not to-judge 
ſach things tobe fin,norcenfure and condemn others 
6n the account of fuch things, as the Law of God dottt 
not conderan : For to centure thoſe things as unlaw- 
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ful; which the Law of God hath not. forbidden', is 
in truch-to judge 'and condemn-the Law it felt, as an 
imperfect 'and defeive Rule of our Actions : Which is 
the Cenſure St. James patles upon this practice, in thoſ? 
known wor\s of tis, Fames IV. 11. He that: ſpeaterb 
evil of hs brother,” and judgeth bis brother, ſpeateth evil 
of the law,and judgerh rhe law. Which cannot be meant 
of any other evipeaking and judging, but this : When 
2 Man cenfures and condemns his Brother, where the 
Law doth not cenſure and condemn what he doth. Who- 
ſoever thus judges his Brother doth: really and truly 
argue the Law of Ohriſt ,. tro be wanting in ſomething, 
which ought to have been preſcribed 'by tt. Inſtead of 
conforming himſclf to ir, the rakes upon him tobe a 
Corrector of it, and to make ſupplements to it ; as if it 
were . an inſufficient Direction to us ,, without hisAd- 
ditions: Which is: the meaning of che next Words ? 
But if thow judge th8 law; thou art not a doer of the law, 
Aid ia yudpe. 'Lexfuch Men confider rhat ihete is bar one 
Lawighoer' (as it follows, v. 12.) 'who # able 16 ſave or 
deftroy. ' Who art thou that judge} another , tor fach 
things, thac is, as-the-Law of Chriſt doth:not condemn ? 
Who-gave” thee' Aurhioricy to -primounce; firſt, perem- 
tory Senvences upon thy Brethren, when thow art not 
2ppomted by Got to be-either a/Lawgiver,ora Judge of 
— ; .cfpecially of fuc}t as do not breth-ar'y Law of 
Chrift > | ; | 

'. 2," As we ought not. to judge,'that is, condemn Mery 
for ſuch/things as thei Law dorth- not :condemn; 16 irr 
marters of Dilpure'artd Cootroverfit, where the Law is 
doubtful j' or not Heay'ts mary! gbod Men) We onght 
to forbear judging thoſe who" are not of or Mind, or 
SOR act 
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actnot ds we do, if otherwiſe: they do well: ' This was 
8 famous .Caſe mm the Apoſtles days; when:there aroſe a 
Queſtion, Whether the Law of Moſes ſhould be obſer- 
ved by the Diſciples of Chriſt 2 The Apoſtles faid, No ; 
becauſe our Lord had.aboliſh'd it, and left Men ar:li- 
Lerty to cat, tor initance; any Meat whatſoever, if they 
were but thankful-and temperate.But the Jewiſh Chriſt i- 
ans generally: maintained it wasſtill in force; and there- 
fore judged all thoſe tote:impious,who did not obſerve 
his Rites and Ceremonies : This was a high Charge, 
for which St. Paulin many places reproves them , as 
going about: ignorantly ta-aboliſh the Law of Chri/t, 
whiltt they. endedvoured.to eſtabliſh that of Moſes : 
Particularly in Rom. XIV;'3. he tells them, it became 
ſuch as were weak tn the faith, to be fo. humble as not 
to judge thoſe who made no difference of Meats, which 
Chriſt ; they ſtedfaſtly- believed , had; made'common. 
Though their ignorance- made.. them: ſcrupulous ; it 
ought not to have made them cenſorious;- eſpecially 
in ſuch a caſe, where Men followed Chr: rather than 
Moſes. Which ſome think is the meaning of St. James 
(whoſe Epiſtle-is written to the JewiſhChriſtians) inthe 
place beforenam'd,Ch.IV.1rt,1z. He tbit judgeth is bros 
ther (about fuch matters asI now naniczets judgeth the 
law, i.e. the-Goſpel of Chriſt,call.d:in that Epiſile,7, he Roy- 
al Law,the Law of Liberty,and the perfett Law of Liberty, 
Ch.L8,r2.1:25.) which abſolv'd them from ſuch Obliga- 
tions. And if thou judgeſ/t the law,thou art not a doer of the 
law, but a judge,; that is, takeſt upon thee the Office of 
Chriſt, to ena thoſe things.again into a Law, which 
he hath aboliſhed. What a preſumption is this ! when 
there is but one Law-giver, who is able to ſave and de- 
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onght.to be ſubject; and that is.not Moſes, but Chritt,, 
to whom alone belongs the Power of Lie and Death. 
You.may take this Authority upon you, if you pleaſe, 
of paſlipg Seatences: of Condemnation upon your Bre-, 
thren ; but. they. are of no force : It being out of any 
Man's power to.do thoſe.any hurt,” whoſe innacent;li- 
berty he condemas; or todo thoſe any good, who com- 
ply never ſo far. with his ſcrupuloſity. And what the 
Apoſtles fay in -this caſe, may be applied to-all other 
wherein good Mendiffer ; and both ſides think with a 
great deal of reaſon. They that.have molt reaſon; muſt 
not yield to the temptation. they have; to-cymtemy the 
others needleſs ſcrupuloſity ; and they that have leaſt, 
muſt not condemn thoſe as they are too prone, who take 
the liberty which they dare..not uſe. . If both ſides 
think, as they do commonly, that, they have equal rea- 
ſon ; then there is no, more reaſon for the one to judge 
the other, than for the: other to judge him; But they 
ought _y to. abſtain from all Cenſures of each 
others Principles or Actions. 

3- Aswe ought not to-condemn oneanother in mat- 
ters doubtful ; ſo much leſs ought we to paſs our Judg. - 
ment upon Things that are quite out of the compals 
of our Knowledge. The Secrets of Mens Hearts donot 
fall within our cognizance, but only as they diſcover 
themſelves by outward Acts; which ſometimes may 
not be good, and yet. not proceed from ſuch ill Intenti- 
6ns, as we may be apt to imagine. In this therefore 
we ought to be very ſcrupulous how we judge others to 
be Men of evil Deſigns, whoſe ill Actions will admit of 
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z more favourable-Thterprecation. "Bur" wherr Men do 


good rhings ," it 15 the tt proven eftrtiprion tb judge 
they are 'tiot done Net's pl Mimd. - Pk 4 Pre- 
tend to know the Hearts of Men, into'which'none can. 


fee, but God alone: * And therefore we muſt not con- 
demn Men of Hypocrifte-, when their A&tiond dv not' 
declare it ; but referr that ro. the copnizance of our 
Lord, who, s'it follows after" ty Text, 'wil? bring to 
tight the hidden things 'of darkneſs, - That is, difcover 
che inward Intentions and Purpoſes of Mens Souls, and 
atl the cloſe Wickedneſs which was contrived there : 
And then every man ſhall have praiſe of God. That is, 
if he didwell, with good Mind, ſincerely and. heartt- 
ty, he ſhall -receive' conmendition'; but otherwiſe diſ- 
grace, and ſhame, and confuſion of. face , for being fo 
wicked, as to imagine our Lord could fee only the. out- 
fide of things, and bedegeived by fair appearances, _.. 
- 4. In rhings which Alf within the” compaſs” of © our 
knowledge;'we, mtiſt take tare not toJudgeeithes fal/ly 
or raſhly, or'SypotriticaPy. '"Under thefe 7h7ee, are'com- 
prehended moft-of the *"commotr Cenſures which Wen 
are wont to paſs upon others. ET 

-" x; And then we'jtic fell WAN WE e.aho- 
ther perſon, with tirirof which weknow hes totguil- 
-#which'is [b great fin; that! Gar? ſcarce Be Eoth- 
mitted without the help of orher fins, whictithrow Men 
into it ; ſuch as ſecrer hatred, envy, wrath revenge for 
former Injuries or Offences: Bur whencefoeyer it pfo- 
ceeds, it' is an high piece'of injuſtice; which; as We 
ought at all times carefully to avoid, '{o-theri eſpecially 
when we undertake to be Judges. '* 5 " LY ng 
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. 2: Reſb judgment, is when we-charge others -with 
ſuch-things as we know to be but rumours-and ſuſpi- 
cions ; or Which we have only ſome ſlight reaſon to be- 
lieve. This forward haſte to be paſling our judgmentup- 
on:Men; though we bewell informed, is £9) be-corrected; 
eſpecially when we deelare it ypon, all, occaſions,or per- 
haps without any occaſion-: ; But! to do this before we 
be.well :informed, or have duly conſidered, is very 
vicious z. and is one of the bad diſpoſitions of Mind, 
which lead us tojudge-the Actions pf Others, taproceed 
from, Ware Principles and Ends than really they do. 
, - Thus Men are ſometimes raſhly accuſed of Coveroaf- 
xeſs,- upon the account, of ſuch ations as 'were the 
. eftet of Caution, not.to beſtow their Charity amiſs. 
Others are charged with Pride, and weglet of Come 
pany ;. with whqm their: diſcretion taught them nat 
to be tao familiar... Ambition, and Courting the favour 
of Great. Men, is laid to the charge of thoſe, who 
thought of nothing but only ta.pleale God; in doing 
that, which proyes alſo pleaſing unto them. And on 
the contrary.. croſjuef and: perver/encfi is charged-on 
thoſe, who canngt...comply; with others, for tear' of 
offending. God.. Nothing -is-more common than- to 
call 'that . wi/fulveſs, which perhaps is only weakneſs ; 
and to condemn that as wickednef, which was no more 
than ignorance, or imprudexce,” And thus whole Sects 
and - parties condemn one. another in the-Jump, be- 
fore they know, their circumſtances, 'particularly 
what advantages they have had or wanted-of right 
information. ' 
In fuch things, which are not very evident,. we 
ought to ſuſpend our judgment; or rather err on the 
! G 2 other 


other ſide, by judging well of others, which is'the 
Vertue we call Candor, which argues much. Wi/dom, 
and no leſs Cherity; at leaſt,” a great deal of good 
Nature. | | | Ada | 

3- The laſt thing of this kind, which Fealled Z7- 
pocritical Judgment, 'is When' Men charge others truly 
and juſtly, with} fuch bad things, as they have-really 
committed ; but neither out of diſſike to the Sins 
which they condemn, nor with any deſign to do good, 
either to the guilry Perſons, or 'any other; but meer- 
ly to gratifie their own Spleen, or Arroganee; 'or ſuch 
like bad affetions; to 'which our Saviour ſeems ts 
have had ſome reſpe&, when'he faid, Marth. VII. r. 
Fudge not, that ye be not judged; for it follows im- 
oats Why Beholdeft thou the mate that is in thy 
Brother's Eye; but conſidereſt not the beam that 5'-in 
thine own Eye And he calls this, in effet; en 'Hypo- 
eritical judgment, when he adds, Zhox hypocrite; firſt 
caft out the beam out of thine own eye; and then ſhalt 
thou ſee clearly to caft out the mote out of thy brother's 
eye. If it be Hypacriſie,. to find onr' ſmaller faults-in 
others, ſooner than greater in ones ſelfy it is mich 
more ſo, to diſcover any fault whatſoever, meerly- to 
pleaſe ſome bad AfﬀeRions, which delight in ſpedking 
Evil of others. 

Theſe are dangerous kinds of Jjacging, which the 
Apoſtle here requires us to forbear; faffe, raſh, or hypo- 
eritical condemning of others. The jr# of them'is /lan- 
der; the ſecond is ancharitable cenſure; the third is 
ill defigning ſelf-love, envy, pride, or ſome ſuch vice, 
which we harbour in our breaſts. 
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| And'fo b proceed to the third Thing I propounded, 
The Reaſons and Grounds, why we ought not to judge 
in this manner. 


HI. There is one reaſon in my Text; and there 
is another ſo nearly allyed to it, that they are fre- 
quently joined in other places. 

That in my Text is, The reſpe& we ought to have 
to our Lord; whoſe Oftice it is to judge. 

That which is nearly linked with this, is, The re- 
ſpe& we ought to have unto owr Brethren; over whom 
we have no Authority, -and therefore ought not to 
take upon us to be their: Judges. 

The f#rf# of theſe if it be weighed, will make our 
judging others appear to be an inſolence towards our 
Saviour. The ſecond will repreſent it, as an-inſolence 


towards Men. nt 
' x. Firſt, Tay, it is' an infolence- toward God our 
Saviour ; an uſurpation upon his Right ;- a bold: intru- 
ſion into h's Office; an arrogating; to our felves, that 
whict truly and'properly is his ſole Prerogative ; eſpe» 
cially when Men proceed'ſo far, as to dare to judge 
the very Hearts vf' others; or to cenſure and con- 
demn ' them for that which God's Law doth not con- 
demn. 

For the judging of the Heart is a thing which God 
and our Lord aſſume as peculiar to themſelves. 7 the 
Lord ſearch the heart, and try the reins; even to give 
every man according to his ways, Jer. XVI. 10. Fam 
he, faith our Saviour, which ſearcheth the reinsand the 
heart; and [will give unto every one of you according to 
Jour works, Rev.Hl 23. Upon which account it 1s 4 
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maſt bold preſumption, a. dangerous arrogance in us, 
to paſs a ſejitence upon the ſecret purpoſes and deſigns 
of Men, of which we know nothing ; but they are re- 
ſerved to the peculiar cognizance of him, who alone 
ſkcarches their Hearts. . þ..In1 
 Andſo itis allo, in theother caſe; when we preſume 
tocenſure that, which the Law of God it ſelf doth not 
condemn, either in general or in icular, Ze that 
doth this, as you heard out of St, Fames, ſpeaketh evil 
of the Law, aud judgeth the Zaw ; and he that judgeth 
the very Law, caſteth off the relation of a Sable and 
ſets up for a wes; Id. inſtead of being a deer of the 
Law, he takes upon himto be a Judge; that is, he puts 
himſelf into the place of God, who. as he is the 
only Maker of Laws, ſo. is the only Judge of thoſe, 
who are to. be governed. by them. He therefore that 
Ceaſures and Condemns, where this Lawgiver doth 
not Congdemn, forgets himſelf; and is fo lifted up in, his 
own opinion, that he uſurps the Divine Authority. 
Whereas, poor Wretch, he can neither ſave zor deſtroy 
(as it there follows) but meerly ſhow his own foll 
and arrogance, to the great offence of Almighty 
and the indapgering his own Soul : For God, faith the 
Apoſlle, v.6. of the fame Chapter) reffteth the Proud; 
he reſiſts him as an Enemy to his Majeſty ; as one that 
invades his Soveraign Right; and intrudes into hisfole 
Office of judging others. (2-7FG 
l. And though it be leſs conſiderable, yer . this is 
not. to be neglected, that he who judges the Hearts 
of Men; or Cenſures and Condemns that in them, 
whioh the Law of God no way Cenſures, commits an 
inſolence ypon his Brethren, over whom he ; ao 
j cly 
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fuch Authority.. He arrogates a juriſdiction over then), 
which he hath no right to exerciſe; and is guilty- of 
z breath of alt thi daries-we owe to. our Neighbour, 
of Juſtice, of Charity, and of Fumility. Who art thow, 
fays St. Pawl, that judgeſt another Man's Servant? to 
bis own Maſter he” tauderh or falleth, Rom. XIV. 4. 
That is, whom doſt rho: take thy ſelf to be, that 
thow ptcſumeſt thus ro cenfure and condemn him, who 
i1snotte of thy Servant, but the Servant of the common 
Lord of us all 2 By what right. doſt thou meddle with 
another's Servant, who hath. his own Maſter, the 
very fame that thon haſt; by whoſe judgment, and 
not by thine, he muſt either and or fall? That is, 
either be pronounced-innocent'or guilty. 

If his Maſter have not forbidden this, which thou 
condemneſt in him, it is preſamption in thee to cenſure 
him; it is an injury both to. the Maſter and to his 
Servant ; an -uſurpation: of an Authority over him, 
unto which we can have no pretence ; and ; therefore 
rannot; be: anſwered, 'cixher to. God, .or 16: our Neighs« 
boat ; who are both wronged by fuch judging, - : 

The ſarte may be faid-of all other ſorts ot jucging 
before-mentioned -; by which we give great- 
betty to: Godard unto! Man 3- towards whom if we. have 
any regard, we ſhall hearken to the diſcourſe of St. Paul, 
+0. &c,' of the fiartie Chaprer (where he' puts: both 
theſe reaſons togerher) But why: doft thou judge thy 
Brother 2 Or,: why doft thon /et.at nought thy Brother 3 
Fur we fhall alt land before the judgment feat of Chriftc: 
For 4t is written, doT live;' faith thin Lond; every; 
three Ball-Zow to me; anc every tingae' ball :confefs; to 
God,” | $4 then very one of us (ball groe nteount of _ 
, E 
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himſelf to-God. Let us not therefore judge one another 
any more. | 7 Th of ul 415.14 

We ought, thatis, to examine our ſelves ſtrictly, par- 
ticularly about the falſe, the raſh, the cauſcleſs Judg- 
ments wehave paſſed upon others ; for which we ought 
to call our —_ o_ n _ and judge our ſelves 
feverely ; an ngian upright Sentence upon our 
iden after we Kingan =o tothe Rule of Cheilt's 
Laws, repent ſincerely of what we have done amis : 
(For that's the uſe the Apoſtle makes of this Do@rine in 
another place, Atts XVIL 31. Now God commands all 
men every where to repent, becauſe he hath appointed a 
day wherein he will judge the world in righteouſneſs.&c.) 
But as for other Men, we muſt not be ſo forward as we 
are topaſs our Cenſures upon them ; but in many caſes 
leave them to our Lord, who only can paſs a certain 
Judgment” upon their Actions ; he ſeeing their ſecret 
Intentions, what was the ſpring of them, and the end 
at which they aimed : All which he will come again to 
examine, inthe ſeaſon proper tor it, and make an exa- 
Rer ſearch than we can do, and be more #mpartial in 
his Judgment, than we are apt to be; and likewiſe 
render to every man according to his work 5 which is not 
in our power, though we were never ſo well inclined 
£O It. 

Theſe thingsare ſufficient, if duly pondered, to ſhow 
the reaſonableneſs of the Apoſtle's injunRtion, 7o judge 
nothing before the time : And therefore I necd not en- 
ter. into the conſideration ,. either of the Cauſes from 
which this cemorious humour flows, which are, Arro- 
gance, Envy, Hatred, Ignorance, Self-intereſt, and ſuch» 
Irke : Or of the very miſchievous Efetds of it, both up- 

on 
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on the -Cenſurer himſelf, and upon thoſe who are loa- 
ded with his Cenſures : Whoſe Spirits are hereby irrita- 
ted, from whence proceed ſharp Contentions and dan- 
gcrous Diſorders ; and whoſe Names are hereby blaſted, 
their Reputation and Eſteem in the World diminiſhed ; 
by which means they are rendred leſs capable to do the 
Service they otherwiſe might have perforined, either in 
Church or State: For it gives a Mana great advantage, 
in whatſoever place he be, to be well thought of in it, 
and to havea fair Charafter : Which whoſoever Spoils 
by his unjuſt or uncharitable Cenfures, is injurious not 
only to him, but to the reſt.of Mankind , who might 
have been benefited by his Labours. . This ſingle con» 
ſideration, ſhould make all thoſe that have any ſenſe of 
God, to be more ſparing of their Cenſures , than Men 
enerally are, that they are a great hindrance to*'Men's 
oing good in the World ;' for which we were all born, 
andis thething at which we ſhould all aim, in the ſeve+ 
ral Places where God hath diſpoſed us. | . 
But I havenot time to ſet this Vice forth in all theſe 
colours ; and therefore what remains ſhall be ſpent in gi- 
ving a ſew; Advices for the Cure of this cenſuring Hu- 
mour ; and ſome Dire&4ions how-to behave our lelves, 
when we are unjuſtly cenſured by others. 
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The Advices for the Cure of this Diſtemper in 
thoſe that are prone to it, are zhree : The fir/# hath re- 
ſpect to God ; the ſecond hath reſpect to our /e/ves ;. and 

e third to our Neighboars. | 

IL. Firſt, If we thought more of this lingſe Principle 
of Chriſtian Religion , that God will one day judge us, 
we ſhould be leſs prone to judge others ; For this very 
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thing wilf be examined and: judged arithit' day, whes 
ther: we have! judged! 'ofhers' tally; unjuſtly; raſfily, or 
hy pocritically ; and hdthing &an more direaly move 
God to judge and condemnus, than ſuch Judgment and 
Condemnation 'as- we have ſinfully paſſed upon other 
Men.” My brethren, be not Many maſters, faith St: James ; 
(thar is, be-not forw#rd't6/zudge and condetnn” one 4- 
nother) 4#nowing that "we -ſball receive the greater con- 
demnation, Jam. Il. 1. Of which our bleſſed Lord him: 
felf puts us-in mind, Mat. VII. r. Fadge not, that ye be 
ot judged; Where Grotius his note 1s," / certainly re- 
ſolve, that the Fudgment' of 'God' is 'hert meant: For it 
rs the-cuſtom of our Saviour;to rranstrr'things ſpoken 
of Humane Afﬀairs, unto'Divineand Spiritual Concern- 
ments. - And if fo, then the ſence of his words is this : 
Jadge not your brethren, leſt God judge you, But if a 
»an $9 ruertakin with a fault , as St. Paul's Advice is, 
reftors fach'a're with o Pirit of mtekneft 'tonfiderivg 
thy ſelf, leſt thou dlſo'be "tempted; Gal. VE. r..Ect it be 
your Work to'ſtrengrhen the Weak, direct the Ignorant, 
and reſtore the' Lapſed 'with tender Adrtonitions, and 
tle Reproofs; but patino ſcorn, paſs mo (evere” Cen- 
uresupon them; for this — &F as Hey: 
Thisisnot to fidy:volHIP Your B Herr, Varr6 infuſe 
over them : It is to exaſperatg, not toreform them. It 
is highly offenſive to God, who. hath made it our.Duty 
to aſliſt; ſupport, ahd comfort others; but'referved Judg- 
ment'to himſelf ; who will. Judge us'tHbi mort heavily; 
for aſſuming-to obt-RIVES BR Pretopative: 88 otily-be- 
cauſe it is an ipſolence towartS/him af Volig of 
thatgrear Law of CHRrity 7WAneH Cite pour Com ud 
vent, the fulfilling of the'Litw,' the porfect of dll Per- 
txe.' The breach of this, which 1s of excellence 
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and fuch erat uſe, muſt aceds be a moſt, hateful, moſt 
hurtful .Otfence, and be m@t grievouſly puniſhed. 

Let us have thisgreat Day of Judgment much in'our 
Minds, .and it will keep all our Paſſions in awe; parti- 
cularly qux, Apges and Dilpleaſure, which are! too | fre> 
quently a baſs: upon, aur, Judgments, and.maks them 
warp afide from | Truth and Charity ; and' pronounce 
ſuch. Sentences upon others, as we:cannot juftific' our 
ſelves when weeare in a calmer temper, + ,, / 
... The:conſtantthoughts of thedayof Judgment, would 
always prelerveus in.fuch, «:temper 5: by keeping us 
| ad Mantuning an hely-leat it ws,of offending 
the Divine Majeſty, by doing any. wrong t0:others.- : 

IT. And it would be a further ſecurity to us, if we 
would let our thoughts dwell more at home, and there 


ſcan our gwn, Intentions and Actions, rather than thoſe 


of other Men: ; Here jou: fronensls; to:gudge and cen- 
ſure, may find. ſufficiegt,Fmployment, without-med- 
ling, with other Mea: Nay; if ve would -throughly 
examineand condemnall that we find. amiſs inour elves, 
we ſhould þe diſpoſed to excuſe or make Apologies 
thems. » bait Ned 2m onion ni 16 0% 72001 274; 
., Na calge(Mencanbefawellitnowh toms} aswe may 
be. ta qur. {elves ;' elpegially ago the Thorghts and Pur- 
poles, the;Neſligss gndEgds, whichwe propomnd/tbiour 
ſelves inallour Actions : Particularly, in our Judgrhent 
which, we pai Apon:AhRr9, wWeſhould do! well to.ob- 
ſerve fram !iwkeneppech ken ard;and many. [times Ae 
vere Cen ſunesimoceeds; Mlagdhrwiaomayhe ble to/know 
6- great. deal mare cartainly,};thhb wordanithe ifarilts of 
thoſe, whom:we condemncor] 102i {1990 5110 105, 
1: And,this Selheeletion3s acver mare neceffary; than 
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when we are about to paſs our Judgments upon others : 
If, at that time, we could caſt an eye upon our ſelves, 
and'conſider, whether that very thing which we are go- 
ing to condemn in them, we are not, or may not be 
guilry of our ſelves ; whether if we were in their cir- 
cumſtances, we might not, it is poſſible, do the fame 
which we blame in them : It would lay a mighty re- 
ſtraint upon us,and put a ſtop to thoſe forward Motions 
we find in our hearts to cenſure others. For it'slikely we 
ſhall find the ſame Inclinations, if not the ſame Diſtem- 
pers in our own Hearts and Lives: And perhaps in our 
own caſe, we call them by the name of Infirminies ; and 
therefore why ſhould we give them a worſe Character 
in other Men 2 

To conclude this, it is evident this will preſerve ys 
from Judging others ; both -by diverting us another 
way, and by making us altiained th do thatin anorher 
caſe, which we-would not have done in our 'own. 

While welook at other Mens faults, we are wont to 
negle&t our own ; and, in. like manner, it is to be hoped 
we ſhall be detained from looking abroad, by obſerving 
how things goat home. Forhere we ſhall find eno 
todo ;z and; at laft, find 'it a'more comforrable Employ- 
ment, as well as more eafie; being both nearer at hand, 
and likely to do us as much good,' as cenſuring others 
doth hurt. | 

And if we will needs be finding fault with others, 
we may know'the better how to judge of them, by rhe 
obſervations we have-madeat'/home: Where, I believe, 
we ſhall find, that we'donat love to pore (as we ſpeak) 
upon our own Faults or-Imperfetions ; from which we 
are apt to turn away our Eyes, and-not keepthem long 
| fixed 
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fixed on them. I am fure we are loth others ſhould 
know them ; and I fear we make Excuſes and Apolo- 
gies for them ; nay, if we can with any colour deny 
them, to be ſure, we will noteaſily nor haſtily believe 
any ill of our ſelves; and have very evident reaſon, 
before we conclude any thing 2gainſt our ſelves : 
Which teaches us, how to treat other Men, in our 
Opinions and Cenſures of them; unleſs we will have 
one meaſure for our ſelves, and' another for them ; 
which is ſo unjuſt, that we cannot for ſhame, if we 
attend to what we do, be guilty of it. Eſpecially if 
ir the third place, 


HI. With reſpeQt to our Brethren, we will always 
endeavour to poſſeſs our Hearts with. an unfeigned 
Love and Charity towards them all; This is, as I faid, 
the great Vertue of Chriſtianity, the Spirit wherewith 
our Religion inſpires us, to love one another, Zecauſe 
God loved us; and as he loved us with ſuch a kind of 
love, which paſſes by and covers abundance of our 
failings: So ſhould we be inclined to do-by others. 
And if we be, this Grace will preſerve us from all 4/6, 
as well as faiſe jadgment of them ; becauſe /ove worketh 
no evil, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks: And this is none of the 
leaſt evils, ro condemn our Brethren, when they are 
innocent ; or before we be well informed about their 
fault ; or with a deſign not to do good to them, or 
to others, but only to gratifie our own bad Aﬀections. 
.. Charity, is a proneneſs and readineſs of Mind, to 
'do good to others; and therefore much more to ſpeak 
well of them; that is, all the good we can; and 
not to publiſh all the ill we know of .them; unleſs, 
as 
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as I ſaid, to prevent others, being infected or deceived 
by them. | 

Out of this bleſſed temper of Mind we muſt not 
ſuffer our ſelves to be beaten, by any ill behaviour of 
others towards us, or their ill treating of us; but ſtill 
retain a ſincereLove to their Perſons,whatſoever hatred 
we have to their Vices.Which will diſpoſe us to wink at 
many faults; to leſſen and abate our reſentment of 
others ; to aggravate none ; and to judge as favourably 
as, we can of all, Except, as I faid, where the' com- 
mon Charity we owe to other Chriſtians obliges to do 
otherwiſe ; tor ſometimes it is a duty not 'only to; re- 
prove thoſe that are faulty, but to rebuke them ſharply 
(77.71. x3.) and-with prudent- Charity, to let' both 
them others allo know our opinion concerning 
them or their ations; which may be a:means to amend 
them , and prevent the like guilt for the fature, -both 
in themandin others. | re ie nit;t 

Thus if we behave our ſelves, with a juſt fear of the 
judgment of God ; with an impartial obſervance of our 
own actions; with an univerſal Charity: to all our Bre- 
thren;;, we ſhall not eaſily /break this: precept :of the 
Apoltle, and-thereby provoke and -diſhonour:God, re- 
ptoach our ſelves; and.injure our Neighbours, _ 

Who will have juſt cauſe to-complain of us, if we 
condemn themyfor every little diflerence there isin their 
opinions from ours. ' Of this we ought to take a ſpe- 
cial care; becauſe. we have. feen the lamentable Eflects 
of it arnong our ſelves ; which ſhow us it is time:tolay 
aſide all our uncharitable thoughts one of anothep; 
and to forbear the heavy cenſures we have-been prone 
to, paſs upon thoſe who differ from us. | 
” : We 


———— 
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--;/We cannot indeed but judge ſome Dodtines and 
Pradtices to be very hainous; becauſe they are againſt 
the expreſs Word of God ; as /mage-Worſhip, tor in- 
ſtance, we cannot but call /dol/atry ; becauſe God him- 
£lf hath ſo judged it. This is to judge according to 
(God's Law, and not againlſt it, or beſide it: But to 
fay it is /dolatry to pray by a Form, out of a Book; ar 
that. it Super/tztion to wear a Surplice, or ſuch like 
things, is certainly a grievous crime ; becauſe it is to 
condemn that, which God's Law no-where condemns : 
And on the other fide, to pronounce all in general to 
be Schiſmaticks, who cannot conform to every thing, 
which we think reaſonable, is, at leaſt, raſh ;udging ; 
For perhaps their ſcruples ariſe out of meer weaknets 
of Underitanding, prejudice of Education, or a pious 
fear of offending God, . by doing that, in which they 
are not fully fatfied ; or ſuch like Cauſes; which 
may.excufe them: before: God, of the guilt of Schiſm ; 
even - when: they: live wit. -- 1 1 MITHT 
_. Charitable: Perfons will conſider the natural infir» 
mity 'of all Mankind , which God conſiders much 
more; the prejudices under which they are; bred;' the 
difficulty of ſhaking theny off; the perplexities wheres 
with/ſome things are intangled, by. deſigning Men; 
the great variety there 15,in our apprehenfions ;- the 
ſtrength of our Paffions,; the value every. one of. us 
ſets upon his own Opinion; our defire to haye othery 
of it; with-a/ multitude of ſack hike things : And upon 
theſe accounts bear) one; [with ahother, 110/| matters 
that hurt not the Faith of Chriſt; ;nor : wakes'us: Gare; 
leſs m Chriſtian Practice. _ 


Here 
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Here to paſs peremptory Scntences, is highly pre- 
ſumptuons. For how come one ſort of Men by a 
right to Judge, Cenſure, and Condemn all the reſt ? 
Why may not others take the ſame Authority over 
them ? And then there will be nothing Eut Curſing 
and Damning, throughout the Chriſtian World : For 
this kind oft judging, you know, is come to ſuch a 
height among ſome Men, that they pronounce A4nathe- 
wa's and pals a Sentence of Damnation, upon all 
thoſe,who in any thing believe otherwiſe than they do. 

This is ſo contrary to the tender Mercies of our Sa- 


,viour ; fo deſtructive of the Communion of Saints ; 


ſo injurious to the Grace of Charity, which hopes the 
teſt ; fo croſs to the precept of Chriſt, judge nor, that 
you be not judged; ſuch an Enemy to the publick 
Peace, which 1s eaſily broken with thoſe who are 
looked upon as no better 'than damned Wretches ; 
ſuch a forgetfulnefs of Humane weakneſs; ſo proud an 
uſurpation of. the Divine Prerogative, and arrogant 
tyranny over anothers Servants ; and, to fay no more, 
G much againſt the very Law of Nature (which hath 
made the Underſtanding free, and not to be forced to 
fubmit to what it knows to be falſe) that of all things 
in the World, it is moſt unlike the Chriſtian Spirit; 
and will be fo judged at the day of Chriſt. 

But conrickfionding all our Reafons and Advices, 
there will be too much cenfuring and judging of all 
forts; while the World continues as it is: Let us there- 
fore ſee how we ought to behave our ſelves, when we 
are unjuſtly cenſured by others. 


IL 
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And here ſhall | ave as many Diredtions, as-L gave: 
Advices." 1110.01. H1Yy8 bb TrAa1994 2 + 


\- 1:\Firſt, We»muft. watch: ouy-Galves: that.\W6 be, not; 
veguoked by Mens: unjuſt (ot: ynkidd \Cenſures, t0\res 
turn the like Cenſures>ugon'them; cn Torthis.waare 
very; prone ; for the: taoſt-ingennous'” Minds: bave the 

greateſt value for:their Reputation, and deeply reſent 
the the Wounds thatare given to theingood Name.» [any 
thing will make; them:-thiok- 1thexr Lodges are -yheir 
own and incenſe.chem.to {haxpen:theia like a Swards 
andbe ſeverc inelniorecrimioations) this is the !Provo- 
i. 5. \Fhis wheres: MAGS to find _ ults, 
as Welhas to aggravate Hives a to t 
Words wherein : hich __ 


turns, Gerifures: into.Reptodebes:s; my 
propabed. ito downright $6 1$eter's Rake 
oekeo.intbl cafe, '\muftbe: = very be+ 


ginning of i, Not-rendring evil. for:evil, (cenſure tor 
cepfure ) wor.ruiling fot rai nz41 Ret; Chap. Ul. Verſe 9% 
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already kindlod:;; and inflames, the into highes 
parmns/ > woe lic wr ar to. recriminate, an 


conan it.By governing his TongueandhisPaſe 
fion,he raves himfeli +better\Manthan 


his Cenfurer,. wa alſo- antaxalbe yes Nay, repels 
the I he caſt upon ham) fof that wu naps af 
himfc 
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This is the very method the Apoſtle St. Peter pre- 
ſcribes to baffle Reproachesl} not to return them, but 
ro continue in well-doing : - For ſo is the will of God, that 
wit well-doing.\ye\par \rorifulence the iamorince- of fooli/b 
Men, x Pet.Il. 15. And again, v.16. of the next-Cht- 
pot,04-04qodignntledatedn; thae whereas hey ſpeak 
=_ youu naNiahbersy they may de afldmed, who fullty 
Huſt 0h onu@rſurinom Chriſti.) 9:Ai4 offs 11:53 
> 1-Setondty}/. The Cenfures thar' are caft upory us; 
oh ma ponnnty make'us watchful over 
ir felves;nleſt lneggirenoy real; occaſion for them} 
Thite 4s: exughtent uſe ito|be/madeiieven.of the Jydp- 
mory Which iis idemy;paſics upon xs!51infornuch, vher 
they Who) renfurs art 1u310ulof: hatred 1 inhey 
thereby do us# kindne&,agdinſt their Ieentions, Bvery 
o Ly vp begin abs. dun: byes,; faith; Solana! Py 
XXI12\447; 

Friends 


. 


prove | 
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Aithfel robirnſetf; will fotar mindthe. Judgmenc.6t his 

Adiwtfarics,- ax/thente:to zzke gocufion ro rifle: upon 

hanſelf; ed exariind Ine Hicart and his'Ways;vand cali 

tioghiwſwfros firifiacgoutr; labour 2 amend-whar 

he finds amiſs. þ 
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be. — Reproach-v0o true? - Or: if he: chat: paſlis ir be 
miſtaken in this particular, 'Mighr:he not have: found 
ſomething etſe tctnſare; wherein 1am /trulygnilty + 
Haye'I abt beehs CEnY kind, -of-cenſuring 
others j" if not fatfly,>yex rathly:2 Such»Queſtions-40 
theſe, we ſhoult/ds well roask or felves,onfudh ooca- 
ſions; whieh naturally. awaken us to ſelt-refletion, and 
bid ys ſtand upon ourguard, leſt by our. negligence and 


a Bun not,onty incurr. pinourr the jc ol Men, 


APNEA os yer oho'y the /a/kiDireftion : in a hcl 
When: wefall under: unchrifiienCenſares./;// 7: 3)! 


* UF, Whichis,to aſe Qeraſginl to preſerve 6ur Squls 
in pete& with Gel.» is the remedy oe. Peter prey 
hee ws ps —pendoe gg fore-ramatl, wPet..1h 
Ioneft among the Gent ies: 
that whereas a ſpeak agateſt you ('a310vituderrs; they 
may by your WES. N_ _ _ flats ay g/arife 
im. ths ay of LIT 3 
Nee Mite Torthe 'beſvof donyjiiſiahe: milfh.of 
bb any follics tad -eamities | as [teigrs aznodgy (v4.40 
this World , wholly to eſcape all cenſure. Joh 4he 
Baptiſt was ſaid to' have © depid; Qldift: hanſelf was 
deemed 4 laden, a wine*bibber, and wo"! np of __ 
cans end fnncr the Apoſties were as” 
the wi#1d; "and the off feburiag af ull obings , + 7 
tells us, b. x4. betoey iny-Vonw Now if, fadii Men as 
theſe 'eoultl not efelpe the Cenſbres, r:nor dyoid the R&- 
proaches of 'a wicked and miſtaken ' World); 'By whac 
rexfondothany ne of us My be free from cirber p 
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Ahd ifit be folly in us tbexpettoeſcape them, What myſt 
we make-our fapport and comfort under them, but the. 
very famethat they reſted in, as their ſatisfaction ? Pence 
with: God;and our Minds; a ſpotieſs Gonſcience towards 
God and towardsMen. This we ugh. toſtudy,to rhe yt- 
moſt:ofour{power; and in thnsrelt-contented,or rather, 
rakefull ſarisfation. For this was the'ſyupport in which 
the Apoſtles found ſuch conſolation, that St. Pa«/ fays, 
(4 Cor." 2.) This ts our harp x the teſt imogy of our 


cbufoieneey that” n 'fomi treaty: godly foncerit 3 mot. 
with fleſhly wiſdsigr davidy the grace of Gogh, _ have 


bad our icorverfationCin the 1 The very 'fame 
=_ alſo ſupport.and comfort, us,/1n- every. thing-thas 
befals us. 
|. IF all be clear and: bright + my nothing without 
can clond and 'darken;/ vs; If 1we.\pus ,on-- that Ar- 
mour \of 'God ;--the 2RrefF-plate of: Righteouſneſs ; in 
will ſecure us-from all.-the:Arraws that. are-ſhor againſt 
us. | If chey ſcratch+the \skin;. or perhaps leaves. ſcarr 
without ,.. they.ſhall make ng wound. within ; their 
poiſon ſhall not reach the- -hearti.. Nay, they; ſhall 
not/'ſer: laſting; otark; ſpon cur. Namn 4 bur regoil, 
and'fly back: atleaſt ;:in; the; faces) of them thas har 
them. 7 Wig Ie 29535 ct yilon i” ©, hog >'r!- 
"Peace with God, ;is-peace with the Rovernigerof the 
arr Ade hum. _ is _ J P the 
only: Jodge:. andi:Lawegiver,: char; is able. 70 ſave - and 
1s lene Anbwiure jarote judged and conjent 
ned-of Men ,j; whit we-are/ ed by the Great 
Judge :of -Heaven and) 'Earth'2 (Who: will, call gur 
very Judges'to an account, and reverſe their unrigh- 
tcous Sentences which' they have . paſſed ; to, their 
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eternal” Shame and Confuſion : And to the - eter- 
nal Honour of thoſe, who | have been. abuſed by 
them. 

Who, ir the mean time, ought to ſuffer patiently ; 
and have inward peace and quiet ,, comfort and: fa- 
tisfaction in their Minds, in the midſt of the cla- 
mour , the noiſe, the tumult, the duſt, and the 
clouds, which the folly and paſſion of Men, may 
raiſe about them : If their Conſciences, all the time 
of this buſtle, do acquit them, and give them the 
Teſtimony , which ” St. Paul gave of himſelf, £7; 
XXIV. 16. Herein do 1 exerciſe my ſelf, to have al- 
ways a Conſcience void of offence, rowards God and to- 
wards Men. 

Let this be our” conſtant*exerci/ſe, and it will re. 
ward the pains we take in it , with eaſe and reft: For 
a Conſcience void of offence, will not be ſo much as diſf- 
guſted at that, which galls and ſorely grieves thoſe 
whoare conſcious of guilt, Great pezce, ſaith the Pfal- 
miſt, have they that love thy Law; and nothing fhall 
offend them. For beſides the Feaſt which a good Con- 
ſcience continually makes them , they have the Joys 
of hope, that God will one day, not only clear them 
from all baſe Imputations, but crown their Innocence 


with etcrnal Glory. 


Which hope , as it ought. to. inſpjre us; unto all 
worthy Undertakings ; fo it- ought -to bear us up 
with Courage and Reſolution'in the purfait of them ; 
though they meet with ill Interpretations, unkind Cen- 


ſures, and vile -Requitals. Thar: joyful Day of the 
Lord 
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Lord will make an” amends for all that we may ub- 
fer, by. the uncharitableneſs or ill. will .of ſome; |and 
by the folly or ignorant Zeal of others : When he, 
that knows the Heart, willfay; Well done, good 4nd 
faithful ſervant ,- - enter thou into the joy of thy 
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